






The Roger and Joelle Burnell Endowed Chair 
 in Integrative Medicine & Technology:  

 

“Body, Brain, and Being - The Pursuit of Ultimate Wellness”

Merging Health and Technology at New York City’s Cornell Tech 
 

 	 The Roger and Joelle Burnell Chair in Integrated Health and Technology at Cornell Tech will be 
appointed, under the authority of the Vice Provost and Dean, to either a senior faculty member or a junior 
tenured faculty member at Cornell Tech. It is the donors’ direction that the holder of the Chair will be an 
individual whose teaching, research, and outreach interests cover the integrated areas of biotechnical 
medicine and human physiology, together with current and emerging technologies that advance our 
understanding of human health through applied biometrics, computerized diagnostics, and technically 
advanced healthcare delivery (from genomics to epigenetics to micro-sensitive diagnostics, prognosis, and 
highly effective cure and care delivery, all converging into the field of PPM –  Precision Personal Medicine 
(“Body”); expanded mental facility, functionality and acuity (“Brain”); all thereby leading to overall wellness, 
ontological and spiritual self-realization, and fulfilled longevity (“Well-being”); thus carving out a leading role 
in the emergent field of applied integrative medicine, while helping to realize its vast potential by producing 
concrete results through applied research and academic excellence. It is the donors’ further intention that the 
chair-holder will sponsor and participate in departmental, university, academic/scientific research and cross-
institutional collaborations, contributing to demonstrably productive national and international outreach, 
implementation, and definitive progress in this field - for all of us, and for all of mankind.
              

	 The ultimate goal of this undertaking is not timid: it is to germinate and maintain a passionate 
commitment that lays sound underpinnings, and which paves the way for the identification, realization and 
manifestation of visionary and cost-effective improvements to both the human condition and its potential, 
while expanding the horizon of integrated body, brain and being, all converging toward a highly visionary 
asymptote of ultimate wellness and human fulfillment. * 
              

	 Ideally, it is the donors’ vision that the holder of the Chair also hold a courtesy affiliation or 
appointment at Weill Cornell Medicine and/or at Biosciences and Biomedical Engineering at Cornell in 
Ithaca, in conjunction with the Jacobs Institute and the Technion, in order to enable and inspire maximum 
collaboration and synergistic cross-fertilization.

	 During the period before the Chair is fully endowed, The Fund may be used to support a career 
development associate professorship, such position being awarded for a term of up to six years to a tenured 
faculty member at the rank of associate professor who shows great promise in research and academics in 
the designated field of Integrated Health and Technology.

	 Once fully endowed, it is planned and expected that The Chair will become awarded to a fully-tenured, 
senior professor; which position shall be continuously occupied, allowing for any pause that occurs during 
the normal selection of appropriate candidates.
 

- - - - - - - -  
* Note: The taxonomy of education in the modern university, due to the divergence of discovery and specialization, 
has tended to dis-integrate – into sub-components – the human form and experience. It is an inherent principle 
and objective of this academic pursuit to now re-integrate into its entirety the Human Being – its experience and 
its organic wholeness. Without discarding the unavoidable nature of language to both distinguish and isolate 
simultaneously, we are in quest here of understanding, treating and realizing the consummate wellness and potential 
of the entire human organism – its full and healthy, integrated state of Well-Being.






